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These constitutions rest upon a simple and rational
theory ; their forms have been adopted by all con-
stitutional nations, and are become familiar to us.
In this place, therefore, it is only necessary for me to
give a short analysis ; I shall endeavour afterward to
pass judgment upon what I now describe.
The legislative power of the State is vested in two
assemblies, the first of which generally bears the name
of the Senate. The Senate is commonly a legislative
body ; but it sometimes becomes an executive and a
judicial one. It takes a part in the government in
several ways, according to the constitution of the
different States ; but it is in the nomination of public
functionaries that it most commonly assumes an
executive power. It partakes of judicial power in the
trial of certain political offences, and sometimes also
in the decision of certain civil cases. The number
of its members is always small. The other branch of
, the legislature, which is usually called the House of
Representatives, has no share whatever in the adminis-
tration, and only takes a part in the judicial power
inasmuch as it impeaches public functionaries before
the Senate. The members of the two Houses are
nearly everywhere subject to the same conditions of
election. They are chosen in the same manner, and
by the same citizens. The only difference which
exists between them is, that the term for which the
Senate is chosen is in general longer than that of the
House of Representatives. The latter seldom remain
in office longer than a year ; the former usually sit
two or three years. By granting to the senators the
.privilege of being chosen for several years, and being
renewed seriatim, the law takes care to preserve in
the legislative body a nucleus of men already accus-
tomed to public business, and capable of exercising
a salutary influence upon the junior members.